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When something
happens

Where something
happens

Why something
happens

What is an Adverbial Phrase?What is an Adverbial Phrase?
An adverbial phrase is a group of words that gives extra

information about an action.

Adverbial phrases usually tell us: 



I got my first kiss when I was fifteen.
My family had a reunion last summer.

We watched the soccer match last Sunday.
I received my unforgettable Christmas

present two years ago.

Adverbial Phrases of 
Time (When?)

Adverbial Phrases of 
Time (When?)

They tell us when something happened.

Examples:



We celebrated Easter at my grandmother’s house.
I met my boyfriend in Puntarenas.

My family watched the national team at the stadium.
We saw the Festival of the Light in downtown San

José.

Adverbial Phrases of 
Place (Where?)

Adverbial Phrases of 
Place (Where?)

They tell us where something happened.

Examples:



Adverbial Phrases of 
Manner (How?)

Adverbial Phrases of 
Manner (How?)

They tell us how something happened.

Examples:

The athletes celebrated the victory with great excitement.
People sang the national anthem loudly.

My family greeted the New Year with music and fireworks.
The crowd celebrated the goal happily.

The athletes finished the race successfully.



Adverbial phrases can appear at the
beginning or at the end of a sentence.
Adverbial phrases can appear at the
beginning or at the end of a sentence.

During the Arts Festival, many
people visit the city.

Many families meet during the
holidays.



TIME TO PRACTICE!
Number 1



Instruction: Complete the sentences using an
adverbial phrase from the box.

1.My family had a reunion __________________.
2.We watched the national soccer match __________________.
3.People celebrated the Festival of the Light __________________.
4. I received my most unforgettable Christmas present __________________.
5.Many families celebrate New Year’s Eve __________________.
6.My cousins visited our house __________________.
7.The crowd celebrated the victory __________________.
8.Many dancers performed __________________ during the festival.
9.My family went to the beach __________________.

10.Many people visit the capital __________________.

Last weekend - at the stadium - during the Arts Festival - in San José - last Christmas - during
Easter vacation - with great excitement - in a traditional way - two years ago - at midnight



ANSWER KEY!
1.My family had a reunion last weekend. 

2.We watched the national soccer match at the stadium.

3.People celebrated the Festival of the Light in San José.

4.I received my most unforgettable Christmas present two years ago.

5.Many families celebrate New Year’s Eve at midnight.

6.My cousins visited our house last Christmas.

7.The crowd celebrated the victory with great excitement.

8.Many dancers performed in a traditional way during the festival.

9.My family went to the beach during Easter vacation.

10.Many people visit the capital during the Arts Festival.



TIME TO PRACTICE!
Number 2



Instruction: Read each sentence and identify the type of
adverbial phrase.

 Write:       T = Time
                  P = Place
                  M = Manner

1.My parents celebrated their anniversary last Saturday. ( ___ )
2.Thousands of people watched the parade in the city center. ( ___ )
3.The musicians played the national anthem very proudly. ( ___ )
4.My uncle visited Costa Rica three years ago. ( ___ )
5.Many tourists take pictures at the National Theatre. ( ___ )
6.The children greeted the performers in a cheerful way. ( ___ )
7.My classmates organized a party after the soccer game. ( ___ )



ANSWER KEY!

1.My parents celebrated their anniversary last Saturday. ( T )
2.Thousands of people watched the parade in the city center. ( P )
3.The musicians played the national anthem very deeply. ( M )
4.My uncle visited Costa Rica three years ago. ( T )
5.Many tourists take pictures at the National Theatre. ( P )
6.The children greeted the performers cheerfully. ( M )
7.My classmates organized a party after the soccer game. ( T )



Thank You For
Your Attention!

Thank You For
Your Attention!


