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Note: This verb tense
commonly uses

adverbials of time
(already, before, never,

etc...) 

WHAT IS THE PAST
PERFECT?

The past perfect is a verb tense used to describe a completed
action that happened before another action or time  in the

past. 

Example: 
Daphne had already finished the exam

before the professor took it away.



USES OF
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PERFECT

USES OF

PAST
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AFFIRMATIVE STRUCTURE 

When Rachel arrived at the hospital, Ross had already left. 

Subject + had + past participle...

By the time the family arrived home, Rick had already prepared dinner.



NEGATIVE STRUCTURE

Subject + had not (hadn't) + past participle

She hadn´t finished her homework before
her mother called her for dinner.

We hadn´t visited Spain until last year. 



QUESTION
STRUCTURE

Had + subject + past participle?

Had they left before you arrived?

Had you ever tried sushi before that night?



David had delivered his homework to the
teacher before the deadline, so he didn´t
worry about it. 

TO DESCRIBE AN ACTIVITY THAT WAS
COMPLETED AT OR BEFORE SOME

OTHER ACTION IN THE PAST.

By the time we arrived at the theater, the
movie had already started.

I had completed the report before the
meeting began.



TO EMPHASIZE A CAUSE AND
EFFECT SITUATION IN THE PAST.

She was exhausted because she had worked
all night.

Robert missed the meeting because he had
forgotten about it.

I was frustrated because I had lost my keys.



THANK YOU!


